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SENATE BI LL 6706

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Rockefeller, Schmdt, Rasnussen, MAuliffe, Pridenore,
Schoesl er, Delvin, Roach, Kohl-Welles and Mulliken

Read first tine 01/19/2006. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning,
K-12 & Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to classified school enployees; and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that classified
school enployees are an integral part of the K-12 school system of
services and supports to our students. The public school system woul d
not function without the significant contributions of these enpl oyees.
Services range from mai ntai ning our investnment in the physical plants;
keepi ng our schools sanitary and cl ean; getting our students safely to
and from school; maintaining a safe and secure environnent; providing
health services, food services, and clerical and financial support
services; and providing library assistance and instructional assistance
to students in the classroom as well as nmany other inval uabl e supports
to our students, parents, and other staff wthin the school comunity.
Cl assified school enpl oyees provide a significant |earning resource to
our younger students in preparing them to neet the state | earning
st andar ds. Cl assified school enployees also play a mgjor role in
devel opi ng supportive and caring relationships with our students of all
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ages. The legislature believes the contribution of classified school
enpl oyees can and should be enhanced to help all of our students
succeed in neeting state | earning standards.

(2) The legislature finds that the K-12 funding formula for the
all ocation of classified school enployees has remai ned unchanged since
the inception of the basic education act in 1977. The Il egislature
acknow edges that significant changes in the delivery of services to
students have occurred since 1977. The legislature also finds that
par ent al and soci et al expectations are dramatically different.
Furthernore, the state, with the 1993 enactnent of House Bill No. 1209,
established world class |earning standards for students to nmeet prior
to graduation from public schools. The federal governnent also
i ncreased expectations for students with the 2001 passage of the no
child left behind act.

(3) The legislature has reviewed a nunber of previous funding
studi es and conducted its own review of our state's funding of public
schools. Now the governor is in the process of studying school funding
under chapter 496, Laws of 2005 (Washington Learns). The |legislature
hereby directs that the funding review by the Wshington Learns
steering conmmttee include a thorough review of funding for classified
school enployees and that the Washington Learns steering conmttee
report findings and recommendati ons that include recommendati ons on how
cl assified school enployees can enhance our students' abilities to neet
state | earning standards.

--- END ---
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